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UN ruling could
jeopardise plans
for future wind
farms in Britain

By Margareta Pagano

Plans for future wind farms in Britain
could be in jeopardy after a United
Nations legal tribunal ruled that the
UK Government acted illegally by
denying the public decision-making
powers over their approval and the
“necessary information” over their
benefits or adverse effects.

The new ruling, agreed by a special
United Nations committee in Geneva,
calls into question the legal validity
of any further planning consent for
all future wind-farm developments
based on current policy, both onshore
and offshore.

The United Nations Economic
Commission Europe has declared
that the UK flouted Article 7 of the
Aarhus Convention, which requires
full and effective public participa-
tion on all environmental issues and
demands that citizens are given the
right to participate in the process.

It has also recommended that the
UK must in the future submit all plans
and programmes similar in nature to
the National Renewable Energy Ac-
tion Plan (Nreap) to public participa-
tion, as required by Article 7.

The controversial decision will

as damaging the environment. In an-
other twist, the Department for Food,
Environment and Rural Affairsis due
to publish a new report revealing how
the prices of houses close to turbines
have collapsed.

Legal experts confirm the UN de-
cision is a “game-changer” for future
wind-turbine developments in the
UK. David Hart, QC, an environmen-
tal lawyer, said: “This ruling means
that consents and permissions for
further wind-farm developments
in Scotland and the UK are liable to
challenge on the grounds that the
necessary policy preliminaries have
not been complied with, and that, in
effect, the public has been denied the
chance to consider and contribute.”

The UN’s finding is a landmark
victory for Christine Metcalfe, 69, a
community councillor from Argyll,
who lodged a complaint with the UN
on the grounds that the UK and EU
had breached a fundamental tenet
of citizens’ rights under the UN’s
Aarhus Convention.

The Convention on Access to Infor-
mation, Public Participation in Deci-
sion-Making and Access to Justice
in Environmental Matters is named
after the Danish city where it was es-
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The 69-year-old retired they deserve all the facts”



